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Earlier today I was at the weekly men’s breakfast. I was
chatting with Paul Beil and Steve Cummings; we were discussing
restaurants in the area as Paul and Phyllis were celebrating their
anniversary with a dinner out later in the week. Paul mentioned
that Phyllis and he had only been out to dinner a few times over the
past two plus years due to safety concerns regarding the pandemic.
“The past two years seem like they were condensed,” Paul
said, motioning his hands together. Out conversation turned to
how everyone is needing to relearn basic socialization: how to not
be anxious in crowds, how to interact on a basic level with others.
These skills that have diminished over the past few years need to
be redeveloped.
The past few years have been disorienting. Everyone has
been through a lot. As we have started to plan for the Chicken
BBQ, our first one since 2019, similar thoughts and conversations
have emerged; we must adjust to a changed world. Kristen McEwing reflected to me that many of the people vital to BBQs past are
no longer active in the life of the church. Jim Bauer, Art Mayo, and
Ellie Ragatz are no longer with us. Dick Meloy has moved to the
other side of the state; others have become less involved in church
life. None of this is a result of the pandemic, of course. It’s simply
a product of the passage of time. (continues on page 2)
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A Letter From Pastor Andy (continued from page 1)
With the passage of time, however, also comes opportunity. Since the pandemic started
to let up almost a year ago, we have received ten new members. We have fully funded a capital
campaign to renew our building for many years to come. Our mission involvement and outreach
have slowly started to round back into close to our pre-pandemic level of activity as we have
sought new ways to help others, including the influx of refugees. Projects that had been placed
on the back burner, things varied from adding more handicapped parking spaces to upgrading
the technology in the building, have been completed. Even getting the BBQ back on its feet is
opening up new opportunities that were not seen years ago. I have great hope for the future of
JPC that God continues to call us towards.
That final sentence is the thought I want to leave everyone with today. God is with us.
That is what being a people of faith is all about. God is here and is calling us towards a great future together. As we proceed through this Eastertide season, I am reminded of the grace that
God bestows on each of us every day. Hopefully we carry that grace to everyone we meet.
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with each of us,
Pastor Andy

Session Notes
On April 13 Session met in person with a ZOOM component so those who were out of town
could participate. The following is an abbreviated recap of some of the items that were discussed.
Replacement of the large air conditioning unit will take place in April. This is one of the Renewal
campaign projects.
Two additional handicapped parking spaces will be designated near the rear door of the church.
Spring yard cleanup is scheduled for Saturday, April 30.
The Chicken BBQ is scheduled for Saturday, June 11. Preparations are underway.
The Eras Senior Network spring cleanup will take place in May.
Another revision was made to the JPC Bylaws. Section 11, which establishes a Financial Oversight Committee, was removed. The duties and responsibilities described in this section will be added to the existing Finance Committee.
Dave Carr
Clerk of Session
May 2022
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May Mission Volunteer Projects
Thank you for all of your financial support of the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering this year.
To date we have collected $3362 to support the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Program, the Presbyterian Hunger Program and the Presbyterian Committee on the Self Development of People. We
have made a difference in the lives of many in need.
Now that the Covid influence on our lives has diminished a bit, we have a couple of work projects that we can work together to support those in need in our community. On Saturday, May 7 th,
JPC volunteers will help a senior who needs help with her yard clean up. We will rake and bag
leaves for Betsy at W271 S3087 Merrill Hill, Waukesha beginning at 9:00 am. If you can help with
that project, please sign up on the Sign Up sheet in the back of the church. This project is done
through ERAS Senior Network which is an organization which supports seniors and handicapped in
Waukesha and Milwaukee Counties. ERAS coordinates volunteers to assist seniors with transportation and other services to enable them to remain in their homes and be as Independent as possible.
The Hunger Task Force and the Waukesha Postal Service are resuming their annual food Drive
on Saturday, May 14th . The food collected by the Postal Carriers is divided between the Waukesha
Food Pantry and Salvation Army of Waukesha. In the past we have had volunteers assisting in picking up and sorting the food for the Salvation Army on 445 Madison St. in Waukesha. There is another Sign Up sheet for that project in the back of the church for your consideration. The time that we
will be needed for this project is to be determined.

May All Be Allowed To Grow
This is the theme of the Deacon’s Spring Drive to raise
money for a new wave of Afghan refugees to be houses at
Camp McCoy. Lutheran Social Services advised that the
greatest need is for cash. However, to spice up the action,
the Deacons are reviving the “Battle of the Sexes” format
formerly used for “sock It To Poverty” in other years. Men
and women will compete to fill their designated watering
cans in the back of church. This effort will kick off Sunday,
April 24 and end Sunday, May 15th. Cash and checks are welcome providing the checks are made
out to JPC with the word “grow” in the memo. Let’s support our teams and spur on the growth!

May 2022

Issue 3

Volume 21
Page 3

JPC Financials
March
Regular income 15,206.00
Expenses 15,606.33
Renewal income 12,445.00
with no march renewal expenses

Please let us know if you or someone else is not on the birthday
list. We would like it to be as up
to date as possible.

3
3
5
6
8
9
11
14
16
16

Wayne Bjorgaard
Pat Bjorgaard
Marnie Roberts
Molly Lecher
Peggy Kilpatrick
Archer Stephens
Claudia Schueller
Bailey Copeland
Larry Bartz
Linette Sadler

17
17
19
20
21
25
25
30

Bev Wilke
Nancy Whitmore
Farah Stephens
John Potratz
Kyle O’Connell
Laura Schulz
Dale Heinen
Megan Kalix

Using the Phone:

Using the Post:

Using the Web:

The church office hours varies
so please call first.
The church phone number is:
262-968-3408 or Rev. Andrew
Holmes at(414) 544-2188.

Our Location Address is:
Jerusalem Presbyterian Church
207 W. Main St.
Wales, WI 53183
Our Mailing Address is:
Jerusalem Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 88

To send an email to the pastor
revandrewholmes@gmail.com
To send an email to the church
secretary:
jpcsec@jerusalempresbyterian.
org
Visit our website for more information:
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